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This statement has been received by some modern
critics as true,33 whilst others totally reject it.39 The
principal objection seems to be the unaccountable absence
of such an account in the writings of Justin Martyr,
Athenagoras, Tertullian, Cyprian, and other ancient
writers; whilst it would seem likely that Lampridius had
recounted of Hadrian a fact supposed to have been
conceived by Tiberius.40 Perhaps, however, there is here
allusion to the temples erected by Hadrian to himself.
We read in the life of this Emperor by Spartian that
" when he returned from Africa to Borne, having set out
immediately to the East, he went through Athens, and
there he dedicated the buildings that had been begun by
him, and especially the Temple of Jupiter Oly mpius, and an
altar, to himself. And in like manner, travelling through
Asia, he consecrated temples in his own name."*1
pere. Quod et Adrianus cogitasse fertur, qui templa in omnibus
civitatibuss ine siraulacvis jusserat fieri, quse hodie idcirco quia
non liabent numina, dicuntur Adriani, quse ille ad hoc parasse
dicebatur. Sed prohibitus est ab iis qui consulentes sacra,
repererant omnes Christianos futuros, si id optato evenisset, et
templa reliqua deserenda." Lamprid. in Alex. Sev., 43.
38	Huet, Dem. Evang. Prop.  3, sect, xxii;   Tillemont, Per-
secution d'Adrien, art. vi.
39	Pagi, Grit, in  Baron,  ann.  134;   Basnage,  ann. 126;
Casaubon, annot. in Lamprid., Alex. Sev., cap, 43.
40	Greppo, Trois Memoir es, etc., p. 220, seq.
41	" Denique quum post Africam Romam redisset, statim ad
Orientem profectus per Athenas iter fecit, atque opera quss apud
Athenienses coeperat, dedicavit; ut Jovis Olympii sedem et aram
sibij eodemque modo per Asiam iter faciens, templa sui nominis
consecravit."   Spartian in Hadr. 13.    Statues of Hadrian were
also placed in this temple (Dion. Oass. Ixix. 16), as it was allow-
able for the Emperor to erect his effigy near the gqds (Suefe. in
Goes. 76,- £/. Dion. Oass. lix. 28).    Numerous coin^f of Hadrian
attest the fact of his allowing himself to be called,OAYMHIOS
(Mionnet Descript.  des MU., vol. ii. p. 468, No. 315, *p. 538,
No. 172, etc.)    Pausanias (Attic, 18, 9) records   that, besides

